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CONFIDENTIAL SAN JOSE 3857 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ECON, ECIN, EFIN, ETRD, PEPR, PINT, NU, CS 

SUBJ: COSTA RICAN REACTION TO NICARAGUAN BORDER CLOSURE 

REF: SAN JOSE 3512 

1 . LATEST CLOSURE OF NICARAGUAN-COSTA RICAN BORDER SEPTEMBER 10 (IT 
WAS SUBSEQUENTLY REOPENED SEPTEMBER 1 1). HAS HEIGHTENED CONCERN 
WITHIN GOCR AND COSTA RICAN PRIVATE SECTOR OVER ADVERSE ECONOMIC 
CONSEQUENCES FOR COSTA RICA OF NICARAGUAN SITUATION. PREVIOUS 
BORDER CLOSURES AND OTHER DTFFTCT IWZTF.S ENCOUNTERED IN TRANSPORTING 
GOODS THROUGH NICARAGUA EARLIER HAD CAUSED GOCR AND PRIVATE SECTOR 
TO BEGIN STUDY OF FEASIBILITY OF ESTABLISHING A "BYPASS' 1 CABOTAGE 
SERVICE FROM COSTA RICA TO EL SALVADOR (SEE REFTEL). DEPUTY INTERIOR 
MINISTER MONTEALEGRE CALLED LATE SEPTEMBER 9 AND INFORMED AMB- 
ASSADOR THAT HE, VICE PRESIDENT ALFARO, AND OLFECON ALTMANN WERE 
IN THE PROCESS OF TRYING TO ESTABLISH ALTERNATIVE SHIPPING ROUTES/ 
PROGRAMS FOR COSTA RICAN EXPORTS/IMPORTS TO CACM. GOCR HAD CALLED 
FOR EMERGENCY MEETING WITH AFFECTED PRIVATE SECTOR REPRESENTATIVES 
SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 1 1 AND THUS MONTEALEGRE WISHED TO EXPLORE 
WHETHER USG COULD MAKE AIR (C-130'S) OR SEA TRANSPORT AVAILABE TO 
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MEET SITUATION. AMBASSADOR REPLIED THAT HE WOULD COMMUNICATE CON- 
CERN TO WASHINGTON, BUT THAT BARRING SPECIFIC EMERGENCY AFFECTING 
LIFE OR LIMB, IT WAS DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE USG COULD OFFER ANY 
DIRECT HELP. AMBASSADOR EXPLAINED THAT WE WOULD ASK DEPARTMENT TO 
EXAMINE IMMEDIATELY SUGGESTIONS FOR COMMERCIAL ALTERNATIVES OR 
OTHER POSSIBILITIES. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ADVICE DEPARTMENT CAN 
PROVIDE. 
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